
 

 

 

 
 

We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE Prelude — Sir Edward Bairstow Mark Cole, organ 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES   Peter Leibensperger 

One: People of God, bless the Lord, 

All:   bless God’s holy name. 

One: For as the heavens are high above the earth,  

All:   so great is God’s steadfast love for us. 
 

MUSIC Meditation on LOBE DEN HERREN, “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” (page 8 below) 

arr. Lloyd Larson 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: As loving parents have compassion for their children, God has compassion for us. 

Confident in God’s love, let us confess our sins. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Loving God, 

we confess that we have failed to live in harmony 

with our sisters and brothers. 

We have been self-righteous in our attitudes, 

closed-minded in our beliefs, 

and judgmental in our opinions. 

We have shunned those whose ways we 

do not understand, 

and we have despised those who do not 

endorse our convictions. 

Forgive our sins of discord and conceit, 

and heal our divisiveness and quarreling. 

Help us to be charitable in our regard for others 

that we may dwell in peace with Christ, 

who is Lord of all. Amen.  
 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Friends, the Lord is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

All:   In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew. Amen! 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Lord, by the power of your Holy Spirit open our understanding  

that we may receive the Word of life. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 18:21-35 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-

seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that 

slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his 

fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 

forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay 

his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING   Gabrielle Heimerling and Lee Federline 
 

ANTHEM  “God Be in My Head” — Andrea Ramsey  

  Kelly Leibensperger and Carolyn Kirsch 
 

SERMON  “Impecunious” Dr. Gerdts 
 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on SOJOURNER, “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” (pages 9 below) 

arr. John Carter 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE “Postlude on DARWALL'S 148TH” — Brenda Portman Mark Cole, organ 



  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever people 

gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk 

to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 13: 
 

Prelude – “Prelude,” Edward C. Bairstow (1874-1946) 

Sir Edward Bairstow was appointed organist at York Minster in 1913, retaining this position until his death. 

He also served, at the same time, as a professor of music at Durham University, where he had taken his 

doctorate in 1901. He played an important part in the musical life of northern England, with its flourishing 

choral tradition, and was knighted in 1932. His compositions were principally for church use. 
 

Meditation on LOBE DEN HERREN 

The last psalm in the Bible, Psalm 150, ends with this invitation: “Let everything that has breath praise the 

LORD. Praise the LORD.” German composer Joachim Neander (1650–1680) gave us words to do just that 

when he wrote his most well-known hymn, “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty.” Hymnologist John Julian 

declares this to be “a magnificent hymn of praise to God, perhaps the finest production of its author, and of 

the first rank in its class” (Dictionary of Hymnology). And indeed, this is a hymn that has stood the test of 

time (over 300 years) to remain one of the most beloved praise hymns in the Church. As we sing these words, 

we join with the voices, in many languages, of millions who have gone before us, and those across the globe, 

to sing these great words of thanksgiving and honor to the God who created us, protects us, and befriends us. 
 

Anthem, “God Be in My Head,” by Andrea Ramsey 

This morning, we have a special video to share, featuring Carolyn Kirsch and Kelly Leibensperger as they 

sing “God Be in My Head.”  During a time when many communal activities are dangerous, we are grateful 

for technology that allows use to work and harmonize together even when we are apart.  We look forward to 

sharing more videos in our worship during the coming season. 
 

God be in my head and in my understanding, 

God be in my eyes and in my looking. 

God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 

God be in my heart. 

God be at my end, and my beginning, and all days in between. 
 

Meditation on SOJOURNER  

Though this spiritual focuses on a plea for Jesus to walk alongside us, there is an element of assurance that 

His answer is “yes.” As the psalmist writes, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil, for you are with me.” As this song is sung, think about what it means to constantly have the 

presence of God, even when no human companionship is available. 
 

Postlude – “Postlude on DARWALL’S 148TH,” Brenda Portman  

Composed by John Darwall (1731-1789), DARWALL’S 148TH was first published as a setting for Psalm 148 

in Aaron William’s New Universal Psalmodist (1770) with only soprano and bass parts. The harmonization 

dates from the 19th century. This is the only Darwall tune still in common use. 

 Brenda Portman has established a well-respected dual career as both a concert organist and composer, 

following a decade of successes in performance competitions and with her compositions increasingly in 

demand. She serves as the Resident Organist at Hyde Park Community United Methodist Church in 

Cincinnati, Ohio, where she is also the Executive Director of the church’s renowned Organ Concert Series. 

She is the Organ Instructor at Xavier University in Cincinnati, and teaches organ and piano privately. 
 

 

 



THE GREAT BIBLE GIVEAWAY IS THIS MORNING AFTER WORSHIP! Last year was such a 

success that we are doing it again, this time COVID style. Please join us in the drive-through in the church 

parking lot today, September 13th, immediately following worship. You will find the Bible Giveaway next to 

the playground where you can receive your Bibles and a hello and wave from some of your Sunday School 

teachers. From there, you can choose to drive around the building to the donation drive-through or scoot out 

to other activities. 

The following grades receiving Bibles are: 

• Preschool/Kindergarten receiving The Beginner’s Bible 

• 3rd Graders receiving The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories 

• 6th Graders receiving our traditional “Red Bibles” * 

• 9th Graders/Confirmation Class receiving NIV Quest Study Bibles 

This is a wonderful tradition that grew out of our 3rd Grade Bible Sunday. If you have a child in any of the 

above grades and did not receive a bible during last year’s event, please be sure to come out and see us. 

* Please note that the current 6th grade class received their traditional Red Bibles during the 3rd Grade 

Bible Sunday in October 2017. But any 6th grader who doesn’t have a Red Bible or didn't participate in that 

event is more than welcome to receive one. 
 

RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY PARTICIPATION – All summer, Youth Director  

Gab Heimerling has been emailing out a story and activities for friends in preschool through 2nd grade. 

Thank you, Gab, for sharing worship activities with the little ones! All of the summer’s offerings are on the 

website: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Contact Gab at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to find 

out more about Sunday School plans for the fall. 
 

OUR MUSIC PROGRAM KICKS OFF next Wednesday, 9/16, for our children/youth and on Thursday, 

9/17, for our adults! We are excited to welcome everyone back even though our format will be very different 

this year as we observe new safety measures. Watch your email closely for links to musical scores and 

recordings, which our vocal choirs will need to download to memorize their pieces. And if you have not yet 

registered your child for the program, please do so before our first rehearsal. It is imperative that every child 

be registered so we can ensure their safety. You may do so here:  FPC Music Program Registration. 
 

BACKPACK COLLECTION – HOME STRETCH! Let’s overwhelm our friends at Camden Community 

Center and St. Wilfrid’s with backpacks and school supplies in the last week or so of our collection! Drop 

supplies off at the church drive-through on Sundays, 11-noon.  
 

• Erasers 

• Colored Pencils 

• Crayons 

• Glue Stick 

• Handheld Pencil Sharpener 

• Pencil Box or Pouch 

• Loose Leaf Paper – Wide Rule 

• Calculator 

• Dictionary  

• 12˝ Ruler 

• Junior scissors with 5˝ blunt tips 

• Pocket Folders 

• Composition Notebooks 

• Tissue Packets 

• Backpacks (the biggest need 

for backpacks is Grades 3-8 

ST WILFRID’S UPDATE FROM JILL MASCENA: A total of 1,798 bags of groceries and personal care 

items have been given out to families in 23 weeks! God at work!!! For the next couple of weeks we have 

desperate need for peanut butter – 15oz – and tuna, either canned or bagged. Ongoing needs: paper 

grocery bags to put inside plastic grocery bags so the bags won’t rip......and plastic newspaper bags to 

separate hygiene items. Everyone who receives groceries is also given peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches.... if anyone would like to share God’s love in this simple way by making sandwiches, call Jill 

Mascena at 856-428-7342. We just never know where God is going to lead us in this ministry but KNOW, 

God is working through all of us to show His love! Check out the website, opendoorcliniccamden.org 
 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX2GJh9PTT3wOCIyvvmgMouf0C1MLbIiuvvpl_tG62_DK1bg/viewform
http://opendoorcliniccamden.org/
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DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND DONATIONS continues in the church parking lot each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings.(For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

YOUR OFFERING – SAVING PAPER, SAVING COSTS – The Budget Committee and financial 

staff are hoping to greatly reduce the use of envelopes for weekly offering. Last year, the church spent 

approximately $2,400 on offering envelopes (already a reduction from previous years). Envelope 

boxes must be ordered in advance and in bulk. As a result, each year dozens of boxes are thrown away 

(recycled, but still…) without being assigned to specific givers. Many assigned envelopes must be 

mailed also at high cost. In this time of socially distanced worship, about a third of givers are now 

giving online. Consider whether this would work for you. When you make an online gift, you can 

indicate if you are making a pledge offering, Deacons offering, Per Capita, Special Offering (such as 

One Great Hour of Sharing), or special gift – memo line provided. You will get bulletin reminders 

when we are collecting for each of these categories (in case color-coded envelopes are your reminder 

system). And you can always check your balance online to make sure your giving is up to date . To 

give the system a try, click on https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now. Alternatively, 

checks without envelopes are happily received. Email any questions to Kris Bean, 

kbean@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

SPEAKING OF PER CAPITA… Many thanks to those who heeded the Per Capita “nudge” in last 

week’s bulletin. Every little bit helps! However, the total collected so far is still lower than the modest goal 

set by the budget committee (which is already lower than the $31,349 FPCH has already paid to 

Presbytery). Per Capita is the $37 per confirmed member the church is required to pay to Presbytery each 

year. Per Capita funds are the financial glue that holds the denomination together and that provides the 

resources and services available from Presbytery and from the national PC(USA). First Presbyterian 

Haddonfield benefits from the resources provided to the Matthew 25 initiative the Session has recently 

enacted. Locally, West Jersey Presbytery cares for our pastors – and aids the search for a new pastor – and 

has provided emergency support for the church and Preschool to cope with COVID-19. Not sure? Check 

with Kris Bean. 
 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY FALL SCHEDULE – The Porch Study will meet September 23, October 7 and 

21 and November 11 to study Max Lucado's Advent series. Please join us for study, fellowship and prayer. 

You don't need to attend each session and there is no work you are required to do before meeting. If you 

would like to participate, please email Rebecca in the church office or Deb Nussbaum at 

debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin Carberry will add your address to our Zoom mailing list.   
 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE! On Tuesdays from 9 to 11, Nikki and Doug will be 

outside the church, next to the playground, distanced, under a canopy. You all are invited to visit with them 

for anything from prayer to a casual “meet and greet.” Please make a reservation! To book your 30-minute 

time slot, contact Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. 

Courtyard Conversations on Tuesday, Sept. 29 and Tuesday, Oct. 6 will be hosted by Nikki only. 
 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format is simple: 

Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, responses, and 

general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, September 15, the focus is on Matthew 20:1-16. Here’s the 

Zoom link.  
 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study continues its 

exploration of the Gospel of Mark. Discussions take place on Thursdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Here is the link. 

Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion! 
 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
mailto:kbean@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
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FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY TAKES A BREAK WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, AND 

RESUMES September 23 at 8:00 p.m. to continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. If 

you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab Heimerling who will provide the zoom link. Study materials are 

available at www.haddonfieldpres.org on the Adult Education tab. 
 

NEED AN EASY WAY TO SIGN YOU OR A FRIEND UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? You can now 

find the Mailchimp sign-up form on the Contact Us tab on the website: www.haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

WOMEN’S PRISON MINISTRY UPDATE – Usually on a Friday morning at First Presbyterian, 6 

women pack up their cars with materials to share with the ladies at the Camden County Jail. This is a 

ministry that has existed for over 75 years thanks to Mary Rhody and many other dedicated women. 

Unfortunately, the Corona virus has halted us in our tracks. We felt that it was important to let those 40 

incarcerated women know that we have not forgotten them, even though we cannot be with them physically, 

by sending them notes of encouragement, The Daily Bread and other devotional materials. Coloring sheets, 

crayons, puzzle sheets, and pencils hopefully have helped to pass the time. To keep in touch with friends 

and family, note paper, greeting cards, and stamped envelopes have also been sent to them. The “Good 

Ladies,” as we are called at the CCJ, certainly hope that we'll be able to return to this important ministry 

someday soon.... Judy Blank, Carol Carty, Judy Grantham, Janet Lehman, Joan McCullough, Isabel Pross 
 

CARING HEARTS MINISTRY UPDATE – Caring Hearts Ministry is busy! The pandemic is especially 

hard on our clients and we work with the Communicable Disease Clinic at Cooper Hospital to help alleviate 

their needs. Our emergency assistance requests are mostly for food and rent. Camp Bright Feathers, usually 

a week-long event, will be shortened to one day and we will contribute as needed.  The school backpack 

event will be a drive-thru in the clinic driveway. The clinic has a grant for the backpacks, and we will 

provide food gift cards. We will not be cooking meals for our families at Thanksgiving. Instead we will 

deliver frozen turkeys and gift cards to the families the weekend before. We will not be able to hold our 

Christmas party, but will fill gift wish lists and have them picked up at a drive-thru along with a bag of hats, 

socks, and gloves and hopefully some goodies. We thank you for your support as we continue to serve the 

HIV/AIDS community. To get more information or to volunteer to help, contact Sally O’Brien, 

dhosgd@aol.com. 
 

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH! Do you have a passion for racial justice? We need you! We are 

brainstorming and mapping out next steps to engage our congregation in thoughtful initiatives that will 

begin to address structural racism. Please contact Becky Bryan if you are interested in being a part of this 

denomination-wide effort: rebeccabryan@me.com or 856-986-8594.  
 

 
 

PC (USA) offers a Matthew 25 Newsletter – subscribe for more information about the denomination’s 

efforts and for resources such as a Matthew 25 hymn! From the newsletter: “A Bold Vision – As we live 

into this world of [the] virtual and digital, the Matthew 25 vision continues to connect and engage. You are 

among the 650-plus congregations, groups and mid councils who, during these unprecedented challenges, 

are keeping their focus on serving others. This newsletter is specifically for you — to resource, network and 

engage with communities, one another and the denomination.” Link here. 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://pcusa.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=8038da89e49ac5eabb489cfc6cea9fc1.2265&s=3a5157b150a08752ff13d928e1da1539
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SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20: Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 

vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he 

went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also 

go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon 

and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 

around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 

hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 

first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the 

first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and 

you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 

replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 

wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the 

last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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